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An Estimate and Analysis of Criminals Exiled to Xinjiang in the Qianlong Reign

GUO Wenzhong (School of history, Xinjiang University; gwzwesley@126.com)

ZU Haozhan (School of history, Xinjiang University; 885098818@qq.com)

Abstract: The implementation of criminal exile to Xinjiang in the Qianlong reign, and the
increasing number and influence of exiles, changed the face of the borderland population of Qing
Dynasty. This essay uses data from routine reports to the Board of Revenue to correlate expenditures
on “salt and vegetables” with the numbers of criminals. Controlling for errors produced by multiple
variables, the authors estimate the number of criminals and their family members at 19 300. Using
this estimate, the authors plot the curve for number of exiles year by year and examine the stages of
changing scale over time. This research has found that historical characteristics of special case criminals
and exiled official criminals co-existed with normal case criminals. Correcting previous, one-sided
understanding of exile based on an over reliance on exile regulations, the article clarifies features
of Xinjiang governance in the Qianlong reign to gain a better understanding of the complexity and
continuity of political considerations, adjustments to law, and the management of exiled criminals in
Qing dynasty.

Keywords: Qianlong reign, criminal exile to Xinjiang, reported accounts data, population

estimation
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